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Reconciled Bank Balance 2023
Submitted by Treasurer, Linda Dyson

SOURCE AND USE OF FUNDS FY 2023

Income

Donations $5,509

Membership Dues (received in 2023) 485

Grants Received 3,750

Total Income $9,744

Expenses

Grant Expense/required match $3,577

Misc. Open House 77

Maintenance 445

Administrative (furniture move, USPS) 1,300

Total Expenditures $5,399

Beginning cash balance 1/1/23 $11,969

Ending cash balance 12/31/23 $16,314

NET INCREASE IN CASH ASSETS $4,345



Friends of Chapman State Park
2023 Activities, Programs & Projects



Mount Aventine 2023
32 Sunday Open Houses

April-October
Committee Chair:  John Anderson

Volunteer Docents:  John Anderson, Linda Dyson, Margit Bessenyey
Williams, Richard Cook, Jennifer Bryant, Carole Schnitzler, and Sheryl 
Elliott.  Coordinating this effort is board member, John Anderson. 



Yuletide Event 
Committee Chair:  Bob Lukinic

Foyer Décor created by volunteer, Dottie LukinicTree ornaments created by  Carrie Staple & craft 
event attendees

Holiday décor coordinated by Linda Dyson  
Assisted by  John Anderson

Docents: Mike Callahan, David Chapman, John 
Anderson, & Margit Bessenyey Wiliams

Carolers at Yuletide Event



2023 Yuletide Event Activities
• Open House & Holiday Décor 
• F & B Refreshments
• Craft & Gift Items
• Musical Entertainment
• Creative Crafts with Carrie Staple

Musical Entertainment provided by John O’Loughlin & Rosewood Recorder Duo

F & B coordinated by 
Carole Schnitzler, Bob 
Lukinic, David 
Chapman,  & Sheryl 
Elliott

Gift Shop & Crafts 
coordinated by  Bob 
Lukinic & Sheryl Elliott

Friends of Chapman 
State Park coffee 
mugs were one of the 
gift items available 
for purchase



Southern Maryland 
National Heritage Area

Celebration Event
Piscataway Park, Accokeek, MD

May 21, 2023
Coordinated by John Anderson



Coordinated by Linda Dyson & Vicki Marckel Fields



Coordinated by Linda Dyson



Coordinated by Linda Dyson

Carrie Staples, author of 
several craft books.



Hosted Event:  
Potomac River Keepers Cleanup

Chapman State Park
January 1, 2023



Hosted Event:  
Spirit Investigation

Mount Aventine 
March 18, 2023

Coordinated by Carole Schnitzler and Mike Callahan



Friends of Chapman State Park
Grant Activities

2023 
Total Project Costs of Grants Received $20,690

Letter of Intent Submitted for a $180,000 grant project



MHAA 2023 Grant Round
Funded Project:  Making Mount Aventine Accessible for All
Coordinated by Joe Plenzler and Sheryl Elliott

• Landscape Drawings

• Technical Accessibility Drawings

• Accessible Bathroom Drawings

• Architectural Specifications

• Site Survey

• Costs for Construction

• “Life Safety” Code Study Analysis

• Total Project Cost $15,500



Charles County Grant FY 2023
Keys to History:  Discover the Past through 19th Century Doors and Windows

Possible original house key, found when 
removing paint from door transom.  

Coordinated by Sheryl Elliott and John Anderson

New Viewing Platform Paint Removed 1st and 2nd Floor 19th Century Windows Paint Removed 
1st Floor Door Transom

Relocation of Original Door Interpretative Signage 1000 Brochures

Total Project Cost  $3,440.61



Maryland Chapter Sierra Club Grant 2023
Educational Outreach Program

Coordinated by Dr. Richard Cook



• Supplies for Plein Air Paint-Ins

• Supplies for Craft Events

• Sunday Open House Performances

• Yuletide Event Performances

• Total Project Cost $1000

Charles County Arts Alliance 2023 Grant 
Funded Project: Performances & Supplies for Events
Coordinated by Linda Dyson



Maryland Heritage Area Authority 2023 Grant Letter of Intent
Commemorating African American History at Mount Aventine

Submitted by Sheryl Elliott

$



Friends of Chapman State Park
Other Activities



FCSP Works with MPS on Continual Park & Trail Maintenance
Coordinating Effort:  Linda Dyson, John Anderson, Bob Lukinic

Keeping Trails Walkable Alerting MPS to Downed Trail Trees & 
Assisting in their Removal

Alerting MPS to Issues 
Such as Park Fires

Assisting in 
the Removal 
of Saplings



FCSP Continuing Maintenance Efforts at Mount Aventine in 2023

Repairing Lock on Side Entrance Door Removing Hornet Nests

Cleaning Up the 3rd Floor & Basement Boarding Up 
Broken Windows

Replacing Bulbs & 
Fixtures

Cleaning Bathrooms
& House

Organizing Plating 
Room & Other Closets



FCSP Provides Park Ongoing Interpretation

FCSP Interpretative Signage
1. The Potomac
2. The Potomac River Trail
3. The Abundant Potomac—Our Nation’s River
4. Mount Aventine—Trailhead
5. Coastal Woodland Trail—Trailhead
6. March Trail—Trailhead
7. Chapman Family Cemetery
8. Mount Aventine’s Evolving Landscape
9. Mount Aventine and the Civil War
10. Mount Aventine as a Horse Farm
11. Tobacco Barns and Auxiliary Structures
12. The first Chapmans—A Tidewater Mansion
13. Mount Aventine’s Reliance on Enslaved Labor (Interior)The Potomac Marsh Trail

Mount Aventine & the Civil War Coastal Woodland Trail



FCSP Research and Writing Two 12 Page Interpretative Draft Booklets 2023

Researched, Written, & Edited by Sheryl Elliott, Linda Dyson, David Chapman, and Jennifer Bryant



FCSP Facilitating the Research of St. Mary’s College for Maryland State 2023 Grant:
Documenting, Interpreting, and Commemorating African American History at Mount Aventine

St. Mary’s College of Maryland
St. Mary’s City, MD

FCSP Members meeting with the St. Mary’s team, providing access to property and documents, sharing information, and surveying property:  
John Anderson, Linda Dyson, Jennifer Bryant, Richard Cook, Sheryl Elliott

Dr. Julia King, Principal Investigator
St. Mary’s College



FCSP Management of Social Media & Marketing Program

Managing & Maintaining Website Managing & Maintaining Facebook Account

Maintaining FCSP Membership List & 
Managing Accession & Deaccession 

Program

Managing & Maintaining Instagram  Account



Friends of Chapman State Park
Notable Donations



2023 Historic Photo Donation of Greg Adams (Chapman Family Member)

Mt. Aventine 1917, Dr. Nathaniel Chapman, son of,
Dr. Nathaniel Chapman and Mary Ella Chapman, brother 

of Minnie and Cora Chapman
Sigismunda and Pearson Chapman 

Chapman Coat of Arms Minnie Chapman Greensborough 
Daughter of Dr. Nathaniel Chapman

Mary Ella Chapman
Wife of Dr. Nathaniel Chapman



2023 Private Significant Cash Donations



Friends of Chapman 
State Park  

Creating a Special

Window on the Potomac


